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“Standards are crucial to sustainable 
development, they are invaluable in helping 
countries develop their economies and build 

capacities to compete on global market. 
Standards make a positive difference to our 

world.”

Former UN Secretary General, Kofi Annan

What Are Standards?
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BSI Group



™

Who is BSI?

• Governance along international PLC lines 
– full Board of Non-Exec and Exec Directors

• Independent, no owners/shareholders

• Formally, a Royal Charter Company and National

Standards Body

• Core activities:
• Facilitate, promote, sell and distribute standards

• Register, approve and affix quality marks

• Market and sell

– Systems assessment services

– Product and materials inspection

– Testing and certification

– Training

• Portal to international standards making
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The World of Standards

IEC
(International Electrotechnical 

Commission)

CENELEC
(European Committee for 

Electrotechnical 
Standardization)

ISO
(International Organization for 

Standardization)

CEN
(European Committee for 

Standardization)

http://www.ansi.org/
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Company Manuals

Private Standard

Publicly Available Specification

British Standard

European Standard

ISO

Benefits:
Consumer Awareness
Marketing Potential
Risk Management
Credibility

CONSENSUS

CONTROL

Types of Documents:
Technical Specifications
Codes of Practice
Method
Guide

Standards Portfolio 
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Building Consensus
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BSI British Standards

Total staff    300

Committee members    7,673

Technical and Subcommittees    1,247

Current projects    6,175

Current British Standards    25,750

Standards published per annum    c. 2,000

ISO/European secretariats held    212

Renowned standards originating                                                       
     from BSI    ISO 9000                                 
             ISO 14001                  
                         ISO/IEC 27000

   ISO/IEC 20000
   ISO 10002                  

                                  OHSAS 
18001

And next…    BS 25999



™

What Standards Deliver

• Facilitate international trade

• Improve operational efficiency

• Disseminate best practice

• Stimulate innovation

• Manage business risk
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Economic Benefits Of Standards

– Standards make an annual contribution of 

£2.5bn to the UK economy

– Account for 13% of UK labour 

productivity growth

Source: DTI Empirical Economic of Standards 2005
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Innovation Engagement and Coordination

http://images.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.innovate2007.co.uk/images/TSB_logo.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.innovate2007.co.uk/default.cfm%3Fpage%3Dprogramme&h=200&w=206&sz=9&hl=en&start=2&tbnid=T8R-E1VmL21K3M:&tbnh=102&tbnw=105&prev=/images%3Fq%3Dtechnology%2Bstrategy%2Bboard%26gbv%3D2%26hl%3Den%26sa%3DG
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Further Support

bsigroup.com
marcus.long@bsigroup.com

http://www.bsi-global.com/en/Standards-and-Publications/How-we-can-help-you/Business/Small-Businesses/Publications/The-Small-Business-Guide-To-Making-Standards-Work/
http://www.bsi-global.com/upload/Standards%20&%20Publications/Government/Empirical_Economics.pdf
http://www.bsi-global.com/en/Standards-and-Publications/How-we-can-help-you/Business/Small-Businesses/Case-studies/Wincor-NixdorfDatalect-/
http://www.bsigroup.com/upload/Standards%20&%20Publications/Government/Publications/BSI_introducing_standards.pdf
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