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Protecting your digital Assets

Some guidelines



Copyright © 2006 Jeff Maynard
Copyright © Jeff Maynard 2008

Qualifications

Â IT Entrepreneur of the Year, 2000

Â Founded worldôs first on-line backup co.

Â Founder of only data backup co. to float

Â Creator of BTôs PC Backup infrastructure

Â Never lost a digital image...
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Photography?
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Photography?
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Digital Assets

Â Digital Photographs

Â Are no different from any other computer data:

Â Documents

Â Spreadsheets

Â Email messages

Â Just a collection of bits
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Digital Assets ïthe good news

Â Digital Files are

Â Flexible

Â Cheap to store

Â Easy to reproduce

Â Simple to edit

Â Readily shared

Â Relatively easy to index/catalogue
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Digital Assets ïthe bad news

Â Digital Files are

Â Fragile

Â Even very fragile

Â Easy to lose...

Â Voluminous

Â Difficult to find
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Digital Assets ïPorsche 959
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Digital Asset Protection

Â Against loss or destruction

Â Inability to find

Â Based on real-world experience

Â Illustration by example

Â The Process is the key

Â Choose your own details...
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Data Fragility

Â A typical RAW file:

Â 20 Mbytes

Â 20,000,000 bytes

Â 160,000,000 bits

Â Lose or corrupt any single bit...

Â Simple JPG

Â Millions of bits
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Data Fragility

Â The biggest cause of loss:

Â Human error

Â Digitus Demonstratus ...

Â Not working on (JPG) copies

Â Losing storage card

Â Not backing up

Â Software Failure (it does happen...)

Â Hardware failure

Â Disk crash

Â Storage card failure
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Obsessive is good...

Â Why have I never lost an image?

Â No-one can have too many backups!

Â D3: twin CF card slots!

Â I always follow my process

Â Establish your own Asset work flow

Â And follow it!
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Step One
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Step One

Â Remove storage card from camera

Â Copy images to HDD

Â Do not use camera-to-PC cable

Â Do NOT delete images from storage card

Â Keep safe until step two completed

Â At least two copies from this point...
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Step Two

Â Burn DVD

Â Label the DVD and put it somewhere safe

Â NOT next to the PC!

Â Fire safe

Â Outside building

Â Now reformat the storage card

Â Do not just delete images

Â Step Two(a)

Â Images copied to BU server overnight
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Step Three

Â Rename images to facilitate searching

Â DSG_127.nef is not helpful...

Â Images and folders need structured names

Â Devise one to suit your subject matter(s)

Â Make sure it means something to you
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Image Naming:

45 GD 030706 018.nef


